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CHAPTETt XVI.
NONViM; i oyond donbt
now tai «icu.)le deal-
inar oi Loth iny master
aud l>r Sjulrcs. 1
fotm.'. aayssH «vmpa-
thii.it!.- with Miss Stet¬
son aad almost uneoo-

fJCSously plannlng to save her from
either one. It may seem a little strange
that oue of my character should find
fa-ult with anybody following the same
line of business that had occupied my
attention for half a llfetline and that
I should bogtu to CTitlcise my master
for crimes that I had many times com-
mdttted. I donbt very much if I should
hsrve troubled myself in this way had
not Miss Stetson cominanded my re¬
spect and confidence. , Bhe waa too
pure and good to fall a victlm to such
vUlalns. There was a sacredness about
ber K>ve for Mr. Goddard. even though
It oould never be consummated in mar-
r1sa*fe, which made her ten times more
besmtlful and lovely In my eyes. If
but!u a love had/been mine ln early life,
I tahould never have dxifted away from
.ro taprtght and honorable life.
She waa not to marry him. That ahe

hoA settled In her own mind, but she
iwara consecrating her young life to him.
The dread of the leper In him waa an
efflectual barrier to their union, bnt Bhe
loved him none tbe less. Her pale face
aod aad, lustrous eyes revealed this
ertjn to me, and I blessed her for lt
H«r love was of a nobler type than
tbe ordinary, bnt the pity of it was
that my maater waa cot worthy of it.
My feclings did not exactly undcrgo

3 transformatlou. Apart from hia re-

hrttonahip with Miss TStetson, I still
liked and admired my master. He was
a BkJiled maater tn his profession, a
nmn with many vlrtues end genial
QTjalltiea, one whose kindness ln the
Kvvjrld had done much to make others
happy. He waa in reality my beau
ideal of a crimlnaL a man who pur-
sued his unlawful work without lm-
brultlng hia own nature, a maater of
hlA profeasion and not a slave to IL
But when It came to a question ot

cboosing between my master and Miss
Stetson I unheattatlngly sMed with the
latter. one whose vfrtue wbb no less a
powerful factor tn attractlng me than
har utter belpleesnesa tn the bands of
two sueh men.
Dr. Squlres had *nitrsted my dlsllke

from the flra4., and through varying de-
greee of feelinga I had reached a dl-
max in positlve batred for him. I
would thwart hlro in his aim even
though lt compromised my maater ln
tbe dolng. I bad conrlnclng proof
that he was all I ever Imaglned him to
be,

fr I soon hecatnc a «py tn ths Interest
of Miss Stetsou snd In a senae a traitor
to my maater. This underbanded pro-
cedure displeaaed me, and several times
I waa on the point of applying for a
IKMition iu the Stetson mansion. Bnt
tbla would rernovo me from the base
of my supplles. I couHJ not obtaln rhe
marterial ao esaentlal to conduct a suc-
ceasful warfare against the two men.
I would have to play fhe traitor for a
trroe at loast.a note, be lt aaid to my
cretl't, that I never acted before.

I strove to make myself llked and
trusted by her, for I knew that tha
day uiijrht come when tt would ln» vory
Important that sbe should believe la
me and have confidence ln my wis-
dom. Although nomlnally n mere but¬
ler, I knew tliat my maater had praised
ine to her and had made ber look upon
me as something more than a common
servant.
Meanwhile an accident that nearly

proved fatal to her enabled me to in-
crease her friendliness fur me. While
rfdlng one of the horses which John
aaid needed exercise, a fenture of my
old life aa groora that I had not totally
abandoned, this a<lventure occurred.

It was a qntet, peoceful momtng,
and I was cantering down the highway
thinking deeply of tbe stronge circuni-
stances which had so occupied my
mind of late. I heurd the clatter of
feet in the dlstance, and as they seem¬
ed to approach rapidry and lncrease in
votume I turned my head to see the
canse, Down the old cotfntry road a
bxarse was nytng, throwing up ctouds
of dust and awaytng the rider irreg-
iilarly from left to right I turned my
horse and waited a uroxnent to let the
daring rider pass.
But as tho runrtrng steed rapidly

loomed up out of tbe strowers of duet
hla feet were creeting I saw that the
rider had lost all eontrol of the ani¬
mal and waa utacertainly retalning hia
seat ln the saddle. A moment later
my heart gave a Dttle bound of fear
"wtien I reallzod that the rider was a
woman and that woman Miss Stetson.
ihe was unattended, ss sbe often was
her morning rtdee, and along tbe oid
itry road there was little chance
her attractlng any one who coukl

Wp ber.
[The horse was pantlng and anorting

tbe Ylotence of his exertlons, and
the way he swung his head and neck

|knew that be was liable to cut up
dangerous trtck to unseat his rid-
As they approached wlthm a few
of me I caugttt a gllmpse of the

Ite face of Miss Stetson. She was
rly overcome wfth fright and exer-
and ber appeeling eyes Btirrod up

ry latent power wlfhtn me.
let the raging horse pass, for any
npt to stop him short ln hts mad

i would result in hts flinging the
ider to the ground. rThen, whipping
up iny own horse, I started ln pursuit.
I atrouted a few words of eneourage-
metit to Misa Stetson and bent myself

the task before me.
lunately I waa mounted on the
in'mal in Mr. Goddard's Btables,
erf ul, nervy stalllon. He seemed

fer into the spirit of the race ln
*tant, and with* rong, aweepmg
he alosvly overtook the run-

away.
Inch hy inch and theo foot by foot

wo ovvrhauled the nearly _pent bOTBe
ahead. The noiso ot a pursuiug anl-
iui.il seemed to atitnulate the runaway
to renewed exertions at tirst. hut it did
not lnst long. I waa soon withln live
foot of hls tail; theu my stnllion's uose
was even with it, and finally we gal-
loped along Just ahreust of tho crazy
anliuaL
Again I epoke a few words to Miaa

Stetson, warnlng her to be prepared
for any audden swervo to the right.
She could not look at me, but ahe
grasped the ponunel of her saddle wlth
both hands. I saw tliat the relns had
been broken and that they were dan-
gllng dongerously uuder her borae's
feet
Ronll-dng that I could not. check the

runaway by grasping hlm by the bri-
dlc, I declded to make a desperate ef¬
fort to dlsmount the rlder. I told her
as calmly as I could to dlsengage her
feet from the stirrups, and when I
gave her the word to throw ber weight
toward me.
Then, swinglng my horse close up to

the aide of the runaway. ao that for a
moment my log was Jammed between
their two bodiea. I reached out my
left arm and caught Miaa Stetaon by
the waist I knew what ber animal
would be likely to do, and I braced
myself for a powerful effort.
Aa aoon as the runaway felt the col¬

lision against hia side be turned sharp-'
ly to the left and ran into the gutter,
where he stumbled and broke bia leg.
But as he swerved away from ua I
clung wlth all my might to the wom¬
an. She partly jumped. and I partly
dragged her to tbe back of my own
horse.
My own anhnal wrt so startkd by

this unexpected procedure that it waa
wlth difflcnlty that I cbecked hia bead-

/ purtty dravged her to the bach ef vny
oven horwe.

way, but after running about half a
mlle he cooled down ao that I could
control him. Theo I diarodged my
burden on tbe grass. Sbe had fainted
and lay perfectly .rotionlesa.

I spent Bomo tlme ln revtv-ng ber,
and whon she finally opened her eyes
X was more relieved than I bad been
when I jerked her from the back of
the mad runaway. Sbe crosed tbem
again lmmediateiy, but tbere wna a
look of gratltude in them that repatd
me for all my trouble aud danger.
When sho flnaHy sat up on the

grassy bank and suid that she was all
right, I exeused myself from further
expresslons of gratltude by pretending
to go back to look after ber horao. 1
never waa a kind to recetve fhanka
froni any one. It alwaya embarraaeed
me and left me speecblesa.
"Your horse has broken a hfj,** I re¬

ported when I returned.
"Poor fellow, he must be kilred, I

suppose,'* she sald. "But areu't you
hurtr
**No," I answered shortry.
**I almost wiah you were so I could

show my gratltude by nurslng you
bnck to health," ahe eatd, looking me
Steadily in the eyes.

I turned my head away and an¬
swered indlfferently:
"Can you ride my horse back bomo

or shall I go for a carriage?"
"I can walk lt," ahe sald, "lf yoaII wfll Jend me your ann."
I had to lead my horse by tbe bridle

whtle ahe leaned heavlly upon my arm
all the way to ber house, Of eourse
such an experience was deHcious in a

} way, but lt was embarrasslng to one
of my positlon as well. Certain tt is
that she made me her slave from that
day onwnrd.
She peraisted in talking about my'

brave deed all the way home, Flrat I
tried to change the subject by making
lrrelevant ropltes and suggestiona and
then by total 8ilei_ce, But ahe could.
not be stopped or turned to another
subject For the tenth thne sbe aaid
Bwiously and earneetly: \
*1 wleh you wcrold tell me how l

can rvpay you. Ian't tbere aomethlng
you want or that I cau do for you?"

I remained sileot a momeut and then
sold stowly:
"Yes, ma'am; tbere la somethtn^.**
She looked at me i_qutrtngly.
"1 Just want you to trust me and to

believe in me," I eontinued, ''Some
day I might make a strange requeet of
yo_ All I ask ls that you wfll have
conflderrce ln me and bellove that lt ls
all for your good. It may seem very
strange to you at the tlme, but I as-
sure ytm tt will be all for the best and
yon will thank me for lt afterward."
"What a peeullar requeet!*' she aaid.

smllk-g.
"Yes, tt ta pecullar,'but tt ta all I ask

of jeu.**
"Well, you shall have your wish. I

will do whatever you a**fc of me at any
tlme."

"All right. I sha-l remlnd you of tt
aome day.** **

We parted at her gate. I would not
go ln, but exeused myself4on the
ground that it waa necessary to go
back wl_b somebody and r.ttend to ber

wounded horse.
I -

rilAPTER XVII.

f^ WAS a hero In the eyes
of Miss Stetson and
my maater after the
runawuy. Mr. God¬
dard waa not less pro-
fuee ln his congratu-

' .**' laUons and praise of
me than the one I had saved from al¬
most certain death. It palned me to
see that his affection for her was gen-
nine and yet not strong enough to tn-
duce him to give up his double life, I
believe that if anything serloua had
happened to ber he would have mourned
for her aa much as ever man did for
woman. Nevertbeless be contlnued to
practice socretly a professlon that
would cause pain worse than deutb lf
she discovered It
Keallslug that matters were reachlng

a dlmax, I deternilned to make a bold
etroke and try to induce my mawter to
turn away from his evil ways. I bad
finn faith in him outside of hla oue
weaknees. If be was once confronted
with his crimes and warned that an
Bxposure would ruln him for life, he
might relent There waa a poaslbilityof saving him from himself aud from
the doctor'e influence. 1 had the pow-
er within me to do tt. I could face
him and Dr. Squlres with their crimes
and threaten them with exposare if
the latter did not immedlately leavs
the place and the former promise to
reform.

It might prove a risky experiment
to permit such a man to marry a
sweet, pure woman like Miss Stetson,

,
but there was the posslbility of a mu-
tually bappy union, while there would
be nothing but mlsery and nnhappi-
nees for both If my maater waa aiTest-
ed and punlshed for his crimes. Choos-
lng what I considered the lesser of
two evils, I decided to make the ex¬
periment.

| A sense of bonor ertTD kept me frora
approaching my maater nnd telling
him all that I knew. I had glvnn him
my word that I would never mention
'meeting him ln any other guise than,
.that of a gentleman, or, ln other worda
our accldental meeting ss common bur-
glars was to he blotted from my mind
unless we were thrown together again
under simllar eircuraatancee,

| I now determlned to create those
clrcumstances to ault my own purpose.

\ Several daya after thia when I learn-
ed that he had an engagement at Dr.
Squlres' ln the evening I made prep¬
aratlona to follow him again Thia
^fdrna I waa posted ao that I would not
give bim the opportunlty to ascaps
from me ln the darkness.

I It was a fltfui, moonlight night The
moon came up about 11 o'clock, but
the clouda ln the heavena partly ahut
lt from vtew. It east waverlng, ran-
Ishlng shadows upon the calm earth
which were exceedlngly aggraratlng
They were so deceptlve ln appenrance
that I felt iny task would be doubly
.utfflcult

} My master left the hotnre at the
Juaual time and proceeded to walk lei-
^surely toward the doctor*B. I fouowed
him at aome dlstance, not making any
special effort to keep him tn view. 1
knew that be wbb not antlclpatlng any
shadowing, and we hotb made our
way to the old maneioo accordlng to
our own notiona.

I burrted a little toward tbe end of,
jtbe walk to inako sure that bs entered
Itho house. I reacbed a vnntage point
just in time to see tbe door oyx«u aod
cloeo behind bim. Then I aniused my-

(self the best way I could for several
Ihourst

8hortty after midnight I rooevd my¬
self to action. The tlme was approach¬
ing when I must prove my sklll. The
'houae waa all dark, and no algna came
[from It to lndlcate the preseoce of a
living aoul anywhere around lt

It was a full hour before the door
opened, Then by the aid of tbe moon's
white. light I csught a glimpee of my
master and the doctor. They were
consuiting together lu the sha'dow of
the porch, I saw the latter point
down the road, but I could not under-'stand anything ho said.

I A few mouieuts later my master left
ihim snd glided rather than walked
|down the drive toward the highway.
I waited for him, concealed ln some
bushes near the gata Hie manner
iwaa qnick, nervoua, energetSc.so un-
like his natural hablta. The profee-
slonal burglar waa arouscd ln him.a
second self which had been cnrcfolTry
cultlvated and developed.
We both moved down tbe highway

cautiously, watchlng, Ustening and an-

|tlcipatlng gouie unknown danger. I
kept within ten yards of him, bnt aK
twaya ready to increase the dlstance
between ua on the sllghtest sign from
him that he lntended to double upon

[hia tracks, I waa famlllar with bla
jtactics this tlme sufflclently to enable
me to be prepared for the most un-
expected movetnent
Kever did a detective shadow a crtn>-

lnal with more lntentnese thnn I did
my master that night Iie k-d me a
chase two miles down the road; then
without apparent reason he struck
across the flelds to one of the aide
[roads whieh ran parallel wdth the main
highway. A mlle down this brought
;hlm to a fork ln the road formed by
the meeting of an old, deserted kme.
Into thia be turned hla ailent footsteps.
Flre hundred yards down lt a small,
purling brook crossed tbe lane. Xt was
too broad to Jump over, but only a few
feet deep.
My maater rerxjoved his shoee qnicte-ly and then plunged into tbe cool wa¬

ter, but instead of crossing be wsded
a long dletanee down stream and then
regalned the same shore again. I on-
derstood hla mancuver. It waa to

,throw bioodhounda otT the traek aod
^to eoofuse any detective who migbt'try* to trace him back to the doctor's
house. *

I smiied at the trick aud waited
'quletly for him to repraee bla ahoes.
Then once moreahe started on his Jour¬
ney. Thia time he eeased to pursue a
algzag course, but made a bee line for a
large houae not a hundred yards from
the brook. This I knew was the scene
of his nlgbt's work.
The house waa a modern one aud

stood on a slight eminence orerlooklng
the surrojuding country. It was own-
ed by an lntimate friend of the Stetsou
and Goddard families.Mr. Jairason
by name.and it oceurred to me as be-
*M Yjery peculiar that my master

f-ou.d attempt to rob it Hut what
could not be expeeted of hlm after be
bad looted the Stetson bouse. the very
home of the ooe whom be Iot->u?
Oould such beaencea l>e ever overlook-
ed? Could auch a mau be reformed?
For a few mocnenta my reanluttons
waveced. aod 1 thought of returning
and telUng all that 1 know to Mlss Stet-
son and let her declde the fate of the
two men.
But a moment later I fooud myeelf

pursulng my game with renewed anl-
tnntlon. He had actunlly entered tbe
bouse through ooe of the busement
wlndowa. I watted a reaeooabre length
of tlme before following hhn. Then
wbeu everythlng was quiet I etlmbed
through the window at the rtsk of my
own llfo. for I reallza _ that my form
was allhouetted aualust tbe outside
tlgbt whllo my master might be hi_-
den In the darknoas Insldo.
But I galned tbe Interior of the beae

ment without auculcnt I seereht^l
around for an open door. ar*d. finding
lt, I walked catllko Into a larger room.
I knew that my master*s flrat point
would be tbe dining room, and I hoid-
ly climbed tho stalrs leadlng to tt from
the basement Onco there I heard the
allght rattle of silver and caught tbe
quick, ftashing ray of his dark lantern.
jThen I concealed myself behtad aome
curtalna and waltod.

I declded that It woold be better to
let hlm flnlah hls Job and then con-
front hlm wlth hia booty in hia handa
There would theo be no questlon of hia
totention a.
He passed from the dining room Into

tha Ubrary and then moved allently
upstalra. In -splte of his aoft steps
and quiet motlons I could occaslonally
Jcatch a sound which Indlcated to me

[where he waa lf anybody had been
awake, hia preacoce would bave been
detected.

I kept myself pretty wetl cooeeared
behind aome curtain or portierev for I
dreaded lost at any moment he might
ilash the rays of his lantern ln my dl-
rectlon and detaet ma I waa thus con¬
cealed from view tn a amall alcove
openlng upon the upper ball when I
waa startlod by a pecullar noise.
Aa a profcsaioual burglar myeelf I

knew the alarmlng nature of that
aound. It waa the dlstlnct cllck of a
revolver. 1 peered through the cur¬
talna to determlne what it meant Aa
I dld ao there Was another ellck, thia
time lower and less dlstlnct Tbls waa
caused by tba- presslng of an eiectrtc
buttou. Tbe next moment the wboie
bouse was brilllantly lighted.

I stepped back Into the alcove wlth
trembllng heart The Intnatea of the
house had been aroused. and my maa¬
ter as well aa myself was caught
Through the fllmy curtalne I oaught a

Bllmpee of a dark ahadow Oash
through the hall toward the front
stalra, I knew that rt waa my master
and that be was making a botd daeb
for freedom.
At almoet the eamo moment 1 _>-%.¦

a door open and a l<.*i<l vid.> exretatan:
**Stop or III shaxKr
I tamgtood that my tuueser dtd uot

ohey, for the next moment two ptetol
shots rang through the house, followed
by the loud shutQing of feet and the
bauging of doora.
Had a tragedy boen ex_uct<<d wtthin

sound of me or had my master e
eaped? .

I waltod and rtstenod, expectantly
and anxlously. The peopio of tbe
house wero evidently neaemhled ln tbe
hall below. They wero Uio frlghtened
to do much talking. Theu mattera
calmed down a little. and I caught
ematchee of their «*aMivt-rsutl<m.

'*Tho basetnent window was opened,'
somebody sald. "ile Jumped out of
that"
"Didn't you htt hlm. father?" na-ted

a youthful voice which I recognlzed
ns that of the t-evvutoen-yearoid eon
of Mr. Jaimson.

"I don't know Do you see any sigrs
of blood ln the hHsotnentr*
Tha*y went down another (ttght of

stalrs, and I would have made a bold
dash f«>r Iiberty than bad not the pres-
enco of some ot the MgfctMMd aerv-
ants in the upper hall prevo.nt»*d me.
Half an hour Int«*r they, returned up-

stalrs. Fortunately for uie no thought
of a search for another burglar en¬
tered their mlnds. Mr. Jalmson tr*k*d
to calm tho servants and tbe ladlee by
aaying:
"Now all go to bed again. There ia

no more danger. He has left the
houae, and we are safer than ever. A
burglar never enters a bouse the seo-
ond time."
Oradually they ecpnrated and re¬

turned to their bedroo-us, Only the
?old man and hls wlfe remained in the
ball withln my hearing. When every¬
thlng was quiet agalu. he Batd:
"Ellen, I r*ecog_fi_,ed the burglar to¬

night beyond doubt"
"Why. Edward. who waa he-?** hia

wlfo asked qulckly.
"You will hardly believe me, Ellen,

when I tell you. but rt ia tnxk I could
not have been mlstaken."
Then ho lowered hls voice and sald'.
"It was Charles Goddard***
"Tmpoaslbie. Edward* Impoaetblel

You were exotted and oould not see
weiir
"No. Eilet-* there wm oo mistake. I

faeed him lo the hall and could have
ahot bim dead. But the surpriae at
meeting him nnnerved me, Tben I
merely tried to wound htm and not to
kitl htm when he rusbed downataire,"
Thetr bedrooo. door cloeed then, and

I heard no more. But what more dld
I need? I aaw the game wus op. My
master was recognlzed. and nothing
but family frlendahlp could ever In-
duce Mr. Jalmaou to hold hls secret

I waltod In my concealed plaoe for
several hours before darlng to veoture
out Then as I saw dayllgbt begin¬
ning to break I boldly left the alcove,
walked downstaira with my shoes in
my hand, uofastened one of tbe partor
wludows aod dropped ont upon the
aoft grasa I dld not stop to close the
window. but hurrted home ln time to
git tn my room before the servanta
Would be Hetug.

CHAPTEH XVTII
*»IED to catch a rew
hours of skep that
morning. bu* I had
.-Ulleultjitn hjitng eon-
sctousneaL ¦ When I
dld forgut myself ln
slumbeT for a brlef

tlme, unpleaaant dceama dkrturbed me,
p«nd I awoke wtth % start , _._

i

Tt was still early Ln the morning
wben 1 drcased and knocked at my
mast or'a door. He was sleeptng sound
ly. and I dlsllked to vonee him, But l
was fearful lest he had been wouuded
the night before. and I could not leave
the house on the mlseton I had ui view
until I bad ancertalned. I aboved bis
bedroom door of>-n and entered (he
never l<acke<l lt st o'-jtbti uud asked him
If he wlnhed anytblug.
-No, William; not yet" be replk>d ln

a aloopy voice. **1 am very fired this
morning aud shall not get up until
lunch tlme, Have a t#ood lunch for me,
and I will bo roudy."

llls fnoe waa pula, t«ot not more so
than usual after hle nigttt vislts to Dr.
Squirea.
.There ls nothing wroug wttb you

thia uioruiug, I bop«rV" l veutured to
reuiark.
"No, Wllltain, excopt that I'm very

1 voary and sleepy. Wby do you ask'**"
He looked rtvquirUagly at me, aod 1

ststniueredc
; "Nothing. only you look puJe. I
thought maybe you were 11L"*
"No, I'm not sick--merety tried.

! Leave me for a few boura**
I ciosod tbe door eoftly. satJsfled that

he waa unhurt
After giving du-octtoos to the serv-

ants about an early lunch for my mas¬
ter I left the house aud started oo a
brisk walk toward Mr. Jalmeou'a
house. It was essentlal that 1 should
have an lntervlew with him before he
aaw my master or talked to anybody
about the prevlous night'a robbery.
He was at breakfaat when 1 was

usherod into the librnry. I iuslsted up¬
on seelng him alooe and lmmediately.
urging the aervant to report that my
business was very Important.
Ten minutes later be appeared tn

the library. He was a man past mid-
dle age, stout of flgnre and stern of
feature. I roaUsed that be wsa a man
not easily turned from any course
which he considered Just He bowed
BtifTiy upon eoterlng and aaid:

"I havent the piensure of kuowtng
you, I believe, **

I was dressed In a new suit of
dothea, and I flattered myseh* that I
would pass for a g*antleman among
strangerH.
"No, sir, but that ha not necesaary."

I said brtskly and wltb the air of one
of authorlty. "I bave come to talk
with you alKKit last night'a robbery.**
He started visibly and tbeti said

amiUngly:
"Ah, l seel You're a detecttveT
I made no dlrcct reply to this, but

added:
**T think the robbera who tasve re¬

cently h*»ou terrorizing the neighbor¬
hood will soon bo cornen^f
He siulled again and aald;
"Posaibly. I know something about

lt that may lead to Important resulta.**
"I know thnt," l answered. "and that

la why I have cotne thos early to see
you."
"How do you know HT he reapood-

ed.
"Tlmt Isn't the point l not only

know that you know a good deal about
lt. but 1 know exactly ihu Information
that leads you to think you ean expose
the robbera.44

saB looked tnqukdtlvcl> at me aud
then said frownlugly:

"W'liut la it that 1 know or tliat you
think 1 knowr*

l looked around the room as if l ex-
Pataatad BaaBaaB*a*Btly might W Hstenlug.
"We are alone," he said shortly.
"You recognlaed the burglar last

night aT*lta*rl you shot at him," 1 said
iuiprcsaivcly.
He gnve a eturtied kiok at me and

ataimnorod:
"Who told yon.bas my wlfe told

anylaody.she was the only one".
"Never mind that," 1 replied, wav-

Iiik my hands. "I know. That ls suf-
flcieut for my preaeot purpose. **

"Ah, I **af JTo-ufre a Attoctirtr'
A look of suspiclon entered his fnce,

and, probably thlnklng that I was
mereiy kmdlng htm on, he aaked:

**lf you know so much about K,
please tell me who tt wus I recog-
nlaed."
"iVrtniiuy. 111 cehispe* lt hi your

ear."
I drew near to him and snid hnpress-

lvely:
"It was Charios Goddard whom you

recognized in yonr house last night
and at whom yon ahot"
Tho last expreseion of doubt left his

face, and he could only add siowiy:
"Well. well, I doot understand how

you found it out"
The man was oompietely myatified,

as I hoped he would be, and I coutio-
ued with a smile on my own face:
"Now, if you believe that I know

what I'm doing we will enter into the
details of my iiiiBBson here this morn¬

ing."
**Go on. Tm ready for anything.**
"First then, what did you inteod to

do wltb this laoJocnaetJonr'
441 hadn't marde up my mind," he

aald doubtfully, taking a seat ln ao
easy chair near tne,
"Well, yon either lotended to hvform

the police or aocuse Mr. Goddard of
the crime to his own face,"
"Yes, one or the other, but moat

trkejy the latter. Mr. Goddard's father
and I were great friends, I should
hate to see his natrte atalned wttb die-
hooor."
"1 thought os much," I replied, "aod

It ls to prevent you from maklng a
mistake that I hatve called this morn¬
ing. I know more about thia matter
than you do."
"Probably. You seem to know ai:

that I do. It'B wonderful how you
knew lt, "for I swear 1 33*33 men

taoned the matter to any one aa~£»

my wtfe, and she's sesh noboafy Got
tha aeroauts."
**Bnt other eyes may have rvrog-

nized Ctke man." I aatd sujtveetiv.v,-.
"Thsfa true. I n-*v»r tbou^.':r of

that. Did s-hdo of uiv sorvuiits _<-?.

hiurr
"Doo- worry yotirjaetf." l rntavrupr

ed. "The |*-r*on wbo saw b.-*i wt-i
not mnaUoo U further l*vw n\pmt ail
thkit."
"Wott. M#; mj aiiriy tn tt-«* ruonU__^.

and yoa eovm to tiuve ai-:_ry_«*d evi-r..
thing tasfore I couid d**tdv upon tm*
first mUtkp."

"It's Uiy bueioeeH." 1 added. T_t«>
cont_>«_h_g I aaid lu u tow von>v
"But Mr. Goddard ts uot the only

one c_-«-«-uuvd iu theae robberi.t*.
Tha.*rv to another and l think a uu>re
dangorwa-. i>elghf*>r wbo ts i_up«-lcat<.-d
Ln the srt-iva-s. But he ts too wnry to
bo caus_t cukIIv. He direits the wh-4e
tuatt**. hut keeps ln the background.
Ue must be caught ut tvaet and puu-
tsl»ed tf Mr. t-oddnrd ts to suffer. lt
woukl be a sln to lwt hlm escape aad
tho leeser criuiinal punlsbed.**
"Yoa, yes, of eourse.by all meana**
"Tben we must work together. I've

h_d a plan by whieh 1 ean prove the
gullt ot thla other party. lf you will
work wtth me and do as I tell you.
we can face hlm with his gullt ln spitc
of all bfts sk-ilfulneea."
"Anythlng that you think best Pro-

pose yoar plan."
**Welk first I want yoa to keep the

matter atrictly quiet and not mentlou
to a living soul that you recognlzed
the burglar last night Let the detee-
tivoe work on the caae aa usual. but
warn your wife uot to eotnmit herself.
Is she brave enough to do this?"
"Yea; Ellen ls only too ready to

shlekJ Mr. Goddard. I c_nnot con-
vince ber that I was correct ln recog-
nizing him."

¦*So much tho better. Let her con¬
tinue to think so and pretend that you
think you might mave been mlstaken.
Then oe-rt Tuesday night I ahall aak
you and another person who ls more

Interested taT Mr?' Goddard than your-
.elf-__ss Stetson, in short.to accom-
pany me to ooe of your nelghbor's
bouaea. He will be away that nlgbt
and I wtll show you some of the se¬
ereta oC his little game that he eoo*
ceale tn hls house, When he returns
late at night we can confront him
With the crlme, I shall then leave lt
with yon and Mlsa Stetson as to what
eourse to pursue. If we arrest the
man. Ma. Goddard will have to be im-
pllcated; lf we banlsb hlm from the
place wtth the threat of exposure, we
can ahtsld Mr. Goddard and give hlm
another chance. That ln short la my
plan. Will you co-operate with me?"
"With pleasure, Ifs an admlrable

arranqen-euh I believe we ought to
give Charlea another opportunity. I
can hardly flnd the heart to have hlm
arreeted.-
"WeR, I leave that entirely to you

and Mlsa Stetson."
"And Mlss Stetson will agree wtth

me*'*
I said nothing ln reply, but after

glv.nff a few more directtons l wlth-
drvw. promieing to cull for him on tho
eveolnj epeeilied to couduct hlm to
tbe bnaou of his unknown nelghboc

CUArTER XIX.
ITH the danger of ex¬

posure of my runster
removed, I returned
home wlth a llghter
heart I reached there
ln tlme to have tho
lunch served to hlm.

Ho had not noticed my ubsence, and 1
congrotulated myself upon a shrowd
pieco ot work.. I hud at last d«»ter-
n_ined to bring matters to a cl'.niax.

It waa two daya after this before 1
got tha opportunity to call upon Miss
Steteoe. I wauted to redeem her prom-
tso made oo tlie day of her horsebacfc
acc-dsot

I had horned through an accldent
that D». Squlres would bo away on

Tueaday aml that he would not return
until late at night l did not know
(what his mlsslon waa or where he
waa trutng. All that concerned mo waa
that he would be absent and the houae
would be left in charge of hls old
eervaj.t

It waa the knowledge of tbls that
mado mo anxious to appoint Tueaday
for the little experiment I had in
mlnd.
Wba_ I reached the Stetson man-

eloex l was informed that Miss Stet-
eon waa engaged. Tbe servants knew
me hy tbls tlme, and while they dld
not exactly treat me aa one of their
number they did not accord me all the
courtaay due a gentleman. I was told
to take a seat until the person who
waa with Mlsa Stetson had gone.
My name was not even carried up

«*o haa, but I waa too much preoccu-
pled srith my thoughts to resent thla
lnctvtlity, and I made the most of lt
hy t_klng a comfortable seat ln the
i-voitiftg room. Thla room opened right
off tha front parlor, and Just back of
that «_a the lihrary.
Fur aome time I remained seated

fhefa bosily occupted with my own
feboQQbta, but as tlme passed I became
reatktflM and anxious to make a change,ftfor fcepring any voicea, I rose from
*ny «aat aod walked quietly Into the
pajrtor to look at some of the beautiful
pt-afciau- hangtng on tbe walla This
lilmytjx, 1 knew, Mlsa -rtetson would
not fvsent
Aa X stepped into the parlor I heard

the aound of voicea proceedlug from
U_o Mhrury. I would have re.tre_._ed to
tha.*trattlng room if the voice of Dr.
_qr_-roa had not arrested my attention.
I ooqKJ oot resiat the temptation to 11a-
|o_k fc> hlm. for, knowing what be was.
1 thaoght anything wae fuir enough
lar tOm, and I playod the eaveadrop-

Tt» portteres between the parlor and
llbraay were druwn, and through their
thldfc .folda I could Just catch the words
Ot tho two. The first words of the
doctor Informed me that I had reeehed
the Blace at a crltlcal moment

*_d_tes Belk>. you do me lnjustlce tr,
aay that I do not like pleasant aur
rounGJnj.'-a und that I atn not like otha
men th my fnaten No man api.kreo_at<
a bome more than I do.'"

"I did not __eti:i to iaaluaata tha
doctor.** Mlss Ktetaon rrpli :. "I mer.
ly sald that 1 thoughi it so strange
you shonld Hke to 11t»' in that old de
.erted, haustod inansioij."

"1 do not fiav to~Uve there. It i
not a matter of ebotce with me. 1i
poor and had to lu order to carry
my exj>er»u.enta"
"But eouldn't you find more

lai quart er.-* without going to anj
expeua*'?*"
"No that ls, none that wouid aaast

cuy pur{«»>e -

Tb~rv was a short puuse, tba-o> aaBBB
doctor eo'itlnued:
"Buu Misa Bell*. my time to rW bbbB

bauntvd tisioxlon ls short. I'm .gsaBBBf.
to aeeve rt. My fortune has lmr*ra*aaa«ag|
aod 1 shull seek better quartem"
"Haa your discovery proved

ful so thut yon can rvellze some
on lt?** sbe asked eagerly.
"No. not exactly that," he

mered. "But 1 bave been forti
tn another way. A dtstant relatrrw
has died and left hia money to man. *k**t
ls not much. but enough to keep
ln comfort f>r tbe balanee of my
St will amount to about $100.000.*'
"Indeed! I'm se glad to hear it

tor. Nobody will eongrntulate you
heartlry than l. for I thmk you deserrBk
tt.**

**lt Is klnd of you to say It." he srafaff
Baowly. **bot tbere ls oue other thkaac.
saaaaB*BBaa*> to complete my bapplneeax4**'
Another pnu««e followed ln wbicb II.

oould Imagine tbeir exehange oi kaoatm.
"1 woukl not mention this. Mhur

B*tte. If 1 did not bew your own wnssal
*o» H that you would never marry
Charles. ** the doctor begau again ta a*.
liabored voice. 4*But wben you told tobsb-
thai you wouW not marry hla> i:
though*: that tbere was no longer
resson why I should curfe my own- __

for you. Miss BelTe. I loved you 1 i Ibb a
that, and I love you now. I an* awa*
longer poor; I'm not rich, but ITi karrm
a competency enough for both of us. X
love you, and your love alone will
me happy."

I trembled more than the doctor
eatch the reply.
"Please don't talk to me like

doctor," she said in a voice that ba^Bas
plteoua ring to lt "It le imposslble.-'
"Why imposslble? Nothing is ImpaBBV

slble," be answered nercely. "lar*
learned to believe that anything can lBe.
accomplished lf we but will lt, WIbb;-
can you not love me and marry meT***
"You do not understand, docaoov

riease do not mention It again. Ik **»
very.hard for me to say this."
"But will you not give me ynur resav

sonB4*" be contlnued passionately. **TasBat
will not marry Charles 7"
"No, never."
"Not even lf I cure him of e.aa

talnt of leprosyT"
"No; I would be afraid to. I wr*naT*S

forever think of lt.dread it.belaearat
that it would show itself again in caaBr
cblldren."
"Then why cannot you love inn iibbbj

ry me?**
There waa a allght rustle of her

aa if Bhe had risen to face him.
Bhe replied alowly, but calmly:
"Because, doctor, I atill love ("*nar*ssB

I cannot murry him, but that does natft.
alter my love for him. I atill love htm
and always shall love him. ls laat
that an aitswvr to your questtosal
Would you ask me to marry you when
you knew 1 lowd another man?"
An alinoet inarticulate sound ea>

caped his lips. He also rose frora fete
seat. I heard him move towarU tlm
portieres, and I witbdrew rapklly ta*
the wulbng room.
There waa a murmur of their vototaa

for a few moments, and then tbe paa*-
tierea parted and they entered the ptxi»-
h>r. I couglted pUTpoeely to attrarX
their attention. Miss 8tet"on inorwl
toward me, and I arose to meet hen

"1 fear Uie maid did not seud up rnjsr
nanie," I said ln reply to her taquirtrjsr.
look. ,4Sl»e saki you were engaaHBdr
and that I couid walt here,"
"Have you been walting long?" atte

asked,
"No; only half a mluute," I replUxF i

boldly.
"You bave a message from Mr. Goi*»

dard for me?"
4*Yes, a prlvute one, but 1 can waJt.w
The doctor walked out of the paxaVac

and gnve me a close, 8crutm*ja"XB*g:
glance, but I was nbeorbod ln studylnfjt
the eeiling and did not meet his eycsav
He passed toward tlie front door anaT v

bid his hostess good day. Then X
walked into the hbrary to take Ur b

place.

P*ro 4ttB> fa*BaaaaB*aBjBaTpa| %\
Hta Ltlta* DmL

"Ha, ha!" exekumed .the si
boarder; "yx»u actually bougbt
gold brick?"

"Yae,"' aotrwered Farmer C<
sel, as he took th* apeciinen Wiadaxr*-
ly and lakl H on the mantel sbfeltr.
"All the clty folk* that earae hausB
expected lo BBB one. lt seemed b"k»
they wouldn't beheve I was B regsr
.ar farmer unleas I aoukl show a arrAt? .

brick. So I went to town and tatissin
waa offered me. 1 gave the feOSow
tW in confederate money and a Ctaa*"-
ada quarter, which is eheaper than l.
oould have made ooe myself.".Warnhv-
ingvon Star.

Ootnpaanamttnn.
Of tha wtlghlns of galn aajnJrwt k>*a
In a wandertnar Hfe. b* lt »ald:

Thoucrh a roUlng- etotve sratltors no naosw
It porch&nce may grow poilshed las4sa«B.

.Town Topic*.

PRO^PaaTfJDE.

*BB,
Teacher.Don't know what *B>

spellsl Why. Bertie, what do I «U *

when I look at you?
Dertie-SquiatI.#craps.


